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passion to saving lives and helping students
live their dreams.

He loved the thrill of intellectual pursuit. Col-
leagues noticed that he preferred being out in
the field, in hot pursuit of a new discovery.
Back on campus, he helped build UNM and
connect the university to its community, and
he helped a new generation of scientists to
get into the field.

As we honor his life and contributions today,
our thoughts are with Terry’s wife Patsy and
their sons. He will be missed by the UNM
community and all of us who benefited from
his intellect and commitment to helping others.

HONORING CHARLES G. WIMSATT

HON. RON LEWIS

OF KENTUCKY
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 12, 2007

Mr. LEWIS of Kentucky. Madam Speaker, |
rise today to recognize Charles Wimsatt. an
outstanding man with a long history of service
to our country and to Kentucky. Mr. Wimsatt
has been an active member of American Le-
gion Post 121 in Bardstown, KY, for 24 years.

Mr. Wimsatt joined the Army in 1953, serv-
ing as a medic. He retired from the Army with
the rank of corporal.

Mr. Wimsatt has made it a personal priority
to serve his fellow veterans through his work
with American Legion Post 121. He is cur-
rently in his fourth term as post commander.
Under his command the post reached its 100
percent membership goal for the first time in
15 years. Mr. Wimsatt also directed recent fa-
cility renovations.

Beyond his service to the American Legion.
Charles Wimsatt has found time to he active
in many other worthy causes. He has played
an integral part in fundraising for his local Na-
tional Guard unit and is currently raising
money for a VA medical facility in Germany.
Mr. Wimsatt also served on the Black Mud
Volunteer Fire Department for 46 years.

It is my privilege to honor Charles G.
Wimsatt today for his service to our country
and his tireless efforts on behalf of American
Legion Post 121. Mr. Wimsatt has made a sig-
nificant difference to his Old Kentucky Home.

————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO IRENE
PORTER

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 12, 2007

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor my dear friend Irene Porter, Execu-
tive Director of the Southern Nevada Home
Builders Association, for her 30 years of dedi-
cated service to a prominent Nevadan trade
organization that represents home building in-
dustry in Nevada.

For the past three decades, Irene has been
committed to overseeing the SNHBA’s pro-
grams and efforts. Most notably, Irene has
lobbied on behalf of the association and home
building industry at the Nevada State Legisla-
ture. She was recognized by the Legislature in
1991 as the “Lobbyist of the Year” and was
later inducted into the Nevada Lobbyist Hall of
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Fame in 1997. She has also built and main-
tained invaluable relationships with Federal,
State, and local governments. In her post, she
has managed two successful programs: The
Housing Quality Trade Contractor Certification
Program and the Southern Nevada Green
Building Partnership programs. In a period of
exponential growth, Irene has been steadfast
in leading the industry and sustaining the sta-
bility and viability of the housing markets in
Southern Nevada.

During her distinguished career as the Ex-
ecutive Director, Irene has championed nu-
merous worthy causes. She has advocated for
fair housing accommodation for persons with
disabilities, which provide a valuable commu-
nity service and contributes to the economic
viability of the region. Irene has also been a
leader on important community issues such as
public schools and infrastructure building; and
environmental issues such as dust control,
and water and energy efficiency and con-
servation. Through her tireless service to her
association and her community, she has been
awarded with four National Association Excel-
lence awards from the National Association of
Home Builders and a Civic Hero Award from
the Clark County School District.

Madam Speaker, | am proud to honor my
good friend Irene Porter. Her commitment to
the community and professional successes
are truly admirable and should serve as an ex-
ample to us all. | am extremely fortunate to
have been able to call Irene a friend for many
years and | wish her all the best in her future
endeavors.

———

A PROCLAMATION HONORING THE
PRO MUSKINGUM FAMILY AND
CHILDREN FIRST

HON. ZACHARY T. SPACE

OF OHIO
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, December 12, 2007

Mr. SPACE. Madam Speaker:

Whereas, Pro Muskingum Family and Chil-
dren First has been selected to receive the
Ohio Department of Education’s 2007 Asset
Builder Award for Exemplary Practices to a
Community Organization; and

Whereas, Pro Muskingum Family and Chil-
dren First is enhancing the quality of life in
Muskingum County and are attracting families
and businesses to the region; and

Whereas, areas such as family strength-
ening, promoting education, developing lead-
ers within the community are being addressed
by the organization; be it

Resolved, that along with his friends, family,
and the residents of the 18th Congressional
District, | congratulate you on receiving the
Ohio Department of Education’s 2007 Asset
Builder Award. With great appreciation and re-
spect, we recognize the tremendous impact
the Pro Muskingum Family and Children First
has had on the community.

TRIBUTE TO RHONDA BAKER
HON. TOM LATHAM

OF IOWA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, December 12, 2007

Mr. LATHAM. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to recognize Rhonda Baker as the recipient of
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the Stephen Tsai Award for Excellence in Au-
tism Education and for her commitment and
enthusiasm as a teacher in the Jefferson-
Scranton School District in lowa.

The Stephen Tsai Award recipient is se-
lected by the Autism Society of lowa and is
presented at its annual fall conference. Sonya
Wills, who has three sons with autism, nomi-
nated Rhonda for her exceptional work that
positively touched each of their lives.

Rhonda’s success in working with autistic
children is attributed to her ability to build
upon her students’ strengths in order to in-
crease their confidence. The confidence she
instills in her students opens doors to endless
growth and learning opportunities. Rhonda is
gifted with the immense patience and deter-
mination required to give autistic students the
individual attention they need and she dili-
gently undertakes research to find the right
teaching techniques for each unique case.

| congratulate Rhonda Baker on her well-de-
served award, and I'm certain that she will
continue to touch the lives of many children in
her community. It is a great honor to represent
Rhonda in Congress, and | wish her continued
success.

———

RECOGNIZING ELLIANA KAYE
WOODWARD

HON. SAM GRAVES

OF MISSOURI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 12, 2007

Mr. GRAVES. Madam Speaker, | proudly
pause to celebrate the birth of Elliana Kaye
Woodward. Elliana was born on Monday, No-
vember 12, 2007, Veterans Day, to her proud
parents, Ryan and Kristin Woodward of Staf-
ford. Virginia. | find it very appropriate that
Elliana was born on Veterans Day since her
father is a patriot in the United States Marine
Corps. Elliana entered the world at 2:21 p.m.
at Mary Washington Hospital, Fredericksburg,
Virginia, weighing a healthy 7 Ibs. 11 oz. and
192 inches long.

Elliana also has proud grandparents, Darrell
and Susan Hall, of Sidney, Nebraska, and
Cheryl and Duane Farmer of Sidney, Ne-
braska, as well as Bruce Woodward of Mary-
ville, Missouri, to spoil her. Elliana is also the
niece of Travis and Sarah Woodward of
Bowie, Maryland; Nathan Woodward of Mary-
ville, Missouri; Sarah Hall, Zach Hall and Zane
Hall of Sidney, Nebraska.

Madam Speaker, | proudly ask you to join
me in celebrating the birth of Elliana Kaye
Woodward. | see great things in Elliana’s fu-
ture considering her parents’ great emphasis
on family values, faith and patriotism. | wish
Elliana the best life has to offer.

————

PAYING TRIBUTE TO JUDGE
ROBERT J. JOHNSTON

HON. JON C. PORTER

OF NEVADA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, December 12, 2007

Mr. PORTER. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to honor the Honorable Judge Robert J. John-
ston of Nevada for his 20 years of honorable
service as a United States Magistrate Judge.
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